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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Billy Carter Raulerson, registration # 52,156, on 09 March 2005. 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the following claims 1 and 11: 

1 . (Amended) A method of determining access to a system supporting a plurality of 
simultaneous accesses, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request to access the system; 

determining whether to allow access to the system using an access vector 
comprising a plurality of access objects, each access object corresponding to one of the 
simultaneous accesses, 

allowing access to the system only when at least one of the access objects is 
available, and 

if access to the system is allowed based on an available access object, changing 
the available access object to an unavailable access object for the duration of the 
access, 
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wherein the number of simultaneous accesses permitted is modifiable by 
changing a number of access objects in the access vector without halting operation of 
the system. 

1 1 . (Amended) An apparatus for determining access to a system supporting a 
plurality of simultaneous accesses, comprising: 
a computer; 

one or more computer programs, [performed] executed by the computer, for: 
receiving a request to access the system; 

determining whether to allow access to the system using an access vector 
comprising a plurality of access objects, each access object corresponding to one of the 
simultaneous accesses, 

allowing access to the system only when at least one of the access objects is 
available, and 

if access to the system is allowed based on an available access object, changing 
the available access object to an unavailable access object for the duration of the 
access, and 

means for modifying the number of simultaneous accesses permitted by 
changing a number of access objects in the access vector without halting operation of 
the system. 
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Reasons For Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The primary reason for allowance of the claims is the inclusion of "determining whether 
to allow access to the system using an access vector comprising a plurality of access 
objects, each access object corresponding to one of the simultaneous accesses, 
allowing access to the system only when at least one of the access objects is available, 
and if access to the system is allowed based on an available access object, changing 
the available access object to an unavailable access object for the duration of the 
access, wherein the number of simultaneous accesses permitted is modifiable by 
changing a number of access objects in the access vector without halting operation of 
the system" in claims 1, 11, 21. Ohzora et al. U.S patent # 5,940,865, and 
Radhakrishnan et al. U.S patent #: 4,720,784 do not have this limitation. 
The Examiner's interpretation of the claim language is based upon Applicant's the 
enabling portions of the specification, (pages 6-10) and Applicant's arguments on 
remarks received on 11 January 2005 (pages 11-12). Therefore, Applicant's instant 
claims are considered to be allowable. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-9, 11-15, 17-19, 21-25, 27-29 which are renumbered as 1-24 are 
allowed. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 571-272-3896. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 




